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When the owner let the water out,
it fooded severl foors below
because the builders hacd
forgotten (o plumb in the waste
pipe.

And if it’s not pluombing, it's
heating, One former resident of o
high tech home complained af a
heating system that seemed to be
locked into mortal combat with
the air conditioning. Both were
adjusted to come on at pre-
determined termperatunes. The

‘Why does every
new house have a
plasma screen over
the fireplace?’

temperature would fall, causing
the underfloor heating to kick-in.
The house would then warm o
the point al which the air
i_‘,l_'r['|dil_'i|,|1't'|ng_v|.1‘n.lll:1 come an: the
owmer says it left her with
burning feet and o frozen face.
That was when the heating was
functioning. “The boller looked

or no gadgets A comentional four-bedrom housa, kaft, with Qs!r-'..‘lﬂﬂ in South Kersnglon. i on the marked for 7.2 fien
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liloe something from the inside of
un ocean-going liner, vet it ook
four mimutes for hol waler 1o get
up o the taps in my bathroom,”
she says. “When the heating
system broke down | oonldn't get
it repaired for four months
hecause anly one person knew
hiow tos re-peogErnm it
“Almost every London
apartment over £4 million thesoe
ilﬁy& hana climate control, ;llh,-,aml
i and & swinma i
nlgh:dﬂ?;d.‘mya Hﬂhn:nﬁanﬂer. of
Robert Bailey Properfies, a buying
agency. “Developers install high
technology gadpets because they
help o maximise the pounds per
sequinre foot that they can ask for
the properties. Unquestionably
ﬁldgﬂ: do Impn:s.s I.'|u s i
o sell el the new
ur.[m:m 'lmc& to fade,
'&T Wm'h"hf i
& e buyers for
multi-million puuntlillluusr:s are
clder people, in their 50s,” he
addels, “They are not kids, and they
are not used o the technology.
I*ve seen it happen so many
times. They move in and find that
every evening they hove to sit on
the sofa and read through a

e ot v ot B4

% 4

Not the cheap seats The home cinema of this & nven-bedroom house in Barmes, London, inciudes a twoemetre fixed screen and proector, Thee are
sockuts inall rooms allovwng for natworked comput a8 OF imagrated pRone Syten with 10 exdemal ineg, This poce i £6-5millian through Kaeght Frank

manual {o fnd out bow te operale | architectund !!:h.'iitl-rlly to opilent | quickly addressed his grievances. | apartments, typically saoging
the blinds | hove a number of specificatio 3, landscape layout to | “Our ievﬁlurpmcnl features o from £3 million to E10 million in
elients whio have bought milllan | well thougt l.-uul procticalities,” | state-ol-the-ort specification, says | price, with trodemark gizmos;
pouind houses, then have spent reads the marketing bumph, Bob Cromplon, a directdr of 5t automatic awnings which cover
more money having them “there s ne thing that the  James Homes. “Inevitably, asis | lerraces at the frs sign of min,
remodelled and il.lTI.plIﬁf.'d. One developer | as failed to inchade in | the cise wilh so many innovative | an “intelligent™ bedroom mirmor
buyer spent i cou pursuit of s residents’ | systems, ud;u.auuctm have been | whiich videos your image from
lhuuuin.m;l tumjn.gfu pampering,” The development | n behind and plays it onta & plasma
cinema into a liboary.” won an awl rd and salls wall, bt But it seems for every | sereen, and champagne fridges
Ohne ares where technology has | whilp most buyers are delighted | technophobe, there are & cluteh far keeping 94 bottles perfectly
boen creating a stir is Wycombe with their new toys, not everybody | of buyers - espedtally pled a terre | chilled.
Square, a group of neo-Georglan. | was enamoured with taps hunters from overseas - ready to S0 if you do fancy a home

stuffed with the Intest technology.
& Robert Bailey, insist upon a
full bog of all the devices and whao
has installed them. And if you're
the sort of tuyer whi his :mlj.'

snap up the best in electronic
wizardry. The developers Candy
& Camdy, lor instanog, have won
O Hﬂll:j"hwmd lilsnis stars and
Bussian tycoons with their
,E,Tllll!!ﬂ.‘.:: style and fti&,h fitich liaste
The young brothers have kitted
out Belgravia and Mayfair

operated by infra-rod beam and
swimmiing sools equipped with
iomisation [liration systems. Cne
apartrment owner put o st of
enmplaints in his window, in full
view of propective buyers
visiting the show flat next door.
Needless to say, the developer

npartments and town hounses in
Kensi costing from E67T5,000
o EG-25 million, with fixtures and
ﬂltt to match the price. The

per, 5t James Homes,
HEE]'I! to improve the quality of
lifie for its “stressed oul, Hme-
poor purchasers™ “From

it’s likely that the new generation
of homes is not for you,
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